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10%
Chance that the WHO will
identify a new COVID-19 Variant
of Concern in 2023. 
(Metaculus forecast)
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737 of 1,129
The number of uncontrolled
wildfires in Canada, out of the
total number of active fires.

Forecasts are italicized

Wildfires

Spotlight:
Respiratory Illness

COVID-19 indicators continue to rise. In Virginia, COVID-19 diagnoses at
emergency departments and urgent care facilities have doubled in the
last month. Also, for the first time since March, reproductive number
estimates hint at potential future growth.

A new COVID-19 variant EG.5 (Eris) is growing across the U.S. and
potentially fueling new growth globally.

Immunizations for COVID-19, flu, and RSV should be available before
the start of respiratory illness season. Flu and RSV shots will reach
pharmacies in mid-August, and COVID-19 boosters by early October.

Violence against healthcare workers remains a crisis across the U.S.
with an estimated 1,700 assaults per month nationally.

Severe weather blanketed the East Coast last Monday spawning
tornado warnings across much of Virginia.

Wildfires in Canada continue to burn, though smoke is not expected to
affect Virginia. Wildfires in Hawaii have devastated a small town and
killed at least 55 people.

48%
Chance that the Virginia will
experience a COVID-19 surge in
2023. (Metaculus forecast)

https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/15656/new-sars-cov-2-variant-of-concern-before-2024/
https://www.ciffc.ca/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/14856/next-covid-surge-in-virginia/
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Signs of early COVID-19 growth detected. Across the U.S.
surveillance suggests another COVID-19 wave may be on
the horizon. In Virginia, Emergency Department diagnoses
of COVID-19 have nearly doubled in a month. Hospital bed
use for those with COVID-19 have increased, while hospital
admissions remain level and viral loads in wastewater
systems are in plateau. But reproductive number estimates
are now suggesting growth for the first time since March.

Flu and RSV vaccines to be available shortly. Across the
U.S. pharmacies are rolling out this year's flu vaccine. The
new RSV vaccine will also be available for adults over 60. 

COVID-19 vaccine expected by October. The CDC expects
Pfizer, Moderna, and Novavax to offer updated boosters for
COVID-19 this coming fall. These vaccines will likely target
the XBB.1.5 variant per FDA recommendations.

New COVID-19 variant "EG.5" on the rise. Unofficially
called "Eris", the new variant has grown to account for over
17% of new U.S. cases. The variant is thought to have some
immune escape advantages, and may be contributing to
the rise in cases across the globe.

Other News
CDC reports two Swine flu infections in Michigan. Both
patients had contact with pigs at recent agricultural fairs.
The patients had two unrelated strains of Influenza A, both
of which are common in swine.

NOAA predicts "above normal" 2023 Atlantic hurricane
season. This is an increase over the prior "near-normal"
prediction from May. NOAA expects 2-5 major hurricanes.

Healthcare violence remains a national dilemma. Recent
attacks by visitors against employees of hospitals in Oregon
and Florida highlight the growing problem of violence
against healthcare workers. A study of nursing personnel
suggests that on average American healthcare workers
suffer over 1,700  assaults month.

Cyberattacks cause multi-state hospital disruptions. The
attack which targeted Prospect Medical Holdings affected
primary care clinics and hospitals in Connecticut, Rhode
Island, and Pennsylvania.

Eastern U.S. rocked by severe weather. Areas from South
Carolina to New York, including large swaths of Virginia,
were struck by severe thunderstorms on Monday, leaving
millions without power and two dead. 

Fanned by hurricane Dora, flash wildfires destroyed
towns and killed at least 55 people in Hawaii.  Governor
Josh Green called the fires 'likely the largest natural
disaster in Hawaii state history'. Wildfires are rare in Hawaii;
however, Hurricane Lane also caused wildfires in 2018. 

The USDA reported several detections of H5N1 avian
influenza in wild birds and mammals, the first detections
since May. Health officials in South Korea have also
detected the virus in duck and chicken flavored cat foods. 

 

After a summer lull, indicators suggest COVID-19 is
increasing in Virginia. Source: UVA Biocomplexity Slides.

Spotlight Respiratory Diseases

 

Globally, July was the hottest month on record, highlighting a
long-term trend of rising global temperatures.  Virginia had
1,359 heat-related visits to emergency facilities in July, the

highest monthly total recorded since 2015. Source: Copernicus.

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/08/01/health/vaccine-appointments-ahead-of-the-fall-virus-season/index.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-vaccine-booster-xbb-variants-september-2023/
https://www.vox.com/health/2023/8/9/23825133/covid-eris-variant-eg5-cdc-pandemic-coronavirus-precautions-masking-booster-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/spotlights/two-human-infection-swine-flu.htm
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-forecasters-increase-atlantic-hurricane-season-prediction-to-above-normal
https://apnews.com/article/portland-oregon-security-guard-killed-cd0033dcbe4769ad6d4af975b73abc39
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/florida-man-charged-flooding-emergency-room-after-attacking-102081278
https://apnews.com/article/hospitals-workplace-violence-shootings-aa6918569ff8f76ff8a15b9813e31686
https://www.pressganey.com/news/on-average-two-nurses-are-assaulted-every-hour-new-press-ganey-analysis-finds/
https://www.pressganey.com/news/on-average-two-nurses-are-assaulted-every-hour-new-press-ganey-analysis-finds/
https://www.pressganey.com/news/on-average-two-nurses-are-assaulted-every-hour-new-press-ganey-analysis-finds/
https://apnews.com/article/cyberattack-hospital-emergency-outage-4c808c1dad8686458ecbeababd08fecf
https://apnews.com/article/severe-weather-tornadoes-thunderstorms-dc-forecast-federal-offices-close-31b54effe7bd180bb22d5bd422b9f98b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2023/08/10/maui-wildfires-cause/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/office-of-the-governor-assets-and-news-release-gov-green-mayor-bissen-state-county-federal-officials-update-maui-damage-assistance-efforts/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/us-reports-few-more-h5n1-detections-birds-and-mammals
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/08/113_356361.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2023/08/COVID-19_VA_UVA-BI-Update_10-August-2023.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://climate.copernicus.eu/july-2023-sees-multiple-global-temperature-records-broken

