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17%
Chance that the WHO will
identify a new COVID-19 Variant
of Concern before 2024. 
(Metaculus forecast)
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The last day the federal
government will accept regular
orders for COVID-19 vaccines,
marking the transition to the
commercial market.

August 3

Heat-Related
Illness

572 of 907
The number of uncontrolled
wildfires in Canada, out of the
total number of active fires.

Forecasts are italicized

102 degrees
The heat index expected in
Norfolk at 2PM on Sunday.

Wildfires

Spotlight:
Measles

Respiratory disease rates remain low across the Commonwealth. 

Hazardous heat is expected across most of Virginia this weekend and
early next week, with the heat index exceeding 90 degrees, with the
potential to hit triple digits in a few areas. The National Weather
Service recommends "extreme caution" with heat indexes in this
range.

The WHO urged countries to work together to manage avian flu, noting
the risk the ongoing outbreak affecting wild birds, poultry, and at least
26 mammal species poses a risk to humans.

Despite a jump in the total number of Canadian wildfires, there are no
uncontrolled wildfires in southern Quebec for the first time since May.
Wildfire smoke is not expected to impact Virginia's air quality
significantly over the next few days. 

Measles outbreaks continue globally, with Asia and Africa hit the
hardest. The CDC has issued a health alert and recommends that all
travelers without presumptive immunity be vaccinated. Case rates in
the U.S. and Europe remain low. 

https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/15656/new-sars-cov-2-variant-of-concern-before-2024/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/HHS-Commercialization-Transition-Guide-508.pdf
https://www.ciffc.ca/
https://digital.weather.gov/?zoom=7&lat=38.08452&lon=-79.50418&layers=F000BTTTFTT&region=0&element=0&mxmz=false&barbs=false&subl=TFFFF&units=english&wunits=nautical&coords=latlon&tunits=localt
https://www.weather.gov/ama/heatindex
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00493.asp
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Other News
The number of wildfires in Canada jumped again from
651 in last week's report to 907 this week, including 572
uncontrolled wildfires.  However, there were no reported
uncontrolled wildfires in Quebec's southern zone for the
first time since May.

Peru declared a health emergency due to an increase in
Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS). As of June 10, 191 cases
had been identified affecting 8 departments. This follows a
2019 outbreak which resulted in 900 cases.

The WHO urged countries to work together to manage
avian flu, noting the ongoing outbreak poses risks to
humans. Noting avian flu has affected at least 26 mammal
species, including domestic minks, cats and dogs, WHO
urged countries to increase surveillance and biosecurity
efforts. 




Measles has sickened over 100,000 in 2023. The most
severely hit areas tend to be in Asia and Africa. However,

the virus has been detected in the U.S. and Europe. 
Data Source: CDC

Extreme heat is expected to affect much of the United
States this weekend.  The South and Southwest are
expected have the highest temperatures, but the National
Weather Service warned about hazardous heat covering the
Southeast as well. Due to a stagnant "heat dome" some
Southern  states have experienced extreme heat for weeks.

Areas of New York and Vermont experienced major
flooding Sunday and Monday. Vermont had 5 to 7 inches
of rain, while the Hudson Valley in New York had 6 to 8
inches, with local amounts higher. Wrightsville Dam, 4 miles
north of Montpelier VT, is at capacity. Additional rain, a
possibility this weekend, could force officials to release
water, aggravating the situation downstream. 

Measles outbreaks continue globally. The WHO has
cataloged over 100,000 measles cases since November of
2022, and now reports ongoing outbreaks in all six WHO
regions. As of this writing, India and Yemen are suffering the
highest case rates. Significant new outbreaks have also
been recently detected in Turkey and in 17 different
European nations. The virus is also being blamed for the
death of over a dozen refugee children in Sudan.

CDC issues alert and recommends vaccination for all
travelers. Due to the widespread distribution of active
measles outbreaks, the CDC is now recommending that all
travelers without evidence of immunity be vaccinated
before leaving the U.S.

Minor outbreaks detected across United States. The CDC
reports a total of 18 new cases in 2023. Many of these were
related to international travel. Most recently, the virus was
detected in California's central valley, and North Texas.
Closer to home, the recent measles outbreak in Kentucky
(April 2023) is considered resolved.

Ongoing health education is vital to combating measles.
Despite the extremely effective vaccine, officials from MSF
warn that vaccination during an outbreak is not sufficient to
prevent future outbreaks. Education to increase routine
childhood vaccination uptake is crucial to public health.

Spotlight  Measles

https://www.ciffc.ca/
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/no-quebec-wildfires-considered-out-of-control-for-first-time-since-end-of-may-1.6474479
https://sopfeu.qc.ca/en/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/guillain-barre-syndrome/perus-spike-gbs-cases-deaths-prompts-health-emergency-declaration
https://www.cdc.gov/campylobacter/guillain-barre.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-07-2023-ongoing-avian-influenza-outbreaks-in-animals-pose-risk-to-humans
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/measles/data/global-measles-outbreaks.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/extreme-heat-and-heat-related-illnesses/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/hpcdiscussions.php?disc=pmdspd
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/key_messages/LatestKeyMessage_1.png
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2023/07/13/heatwave-california-arizona-florida-texas-records/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/vermont-reservoir-threatens-overflow-floods-lash-state-capital-2023-07-11/
https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/measles/data/global-measles-outbreaks.html
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkiye/istanbul/alarming-surge-in-measles-cases-hits-istanbulhospitals
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/26-04-2023-countries-in-the-european-region-stepping-up-to-stop-the-spread-of-measles-as-cases-in-2023-already-exceed-all-those-in-2022
https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/02/africa/sudan-displacement-camp-children-measles-deaths-intl/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/cdc-says-make-sure-protected-measles-ahead-summer-travel-rcna90216
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00493.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-06-20/measles-cases-reported-in-californias-central-valley
https://www.fox4news.com/news/north-texas-child-diagnosed-with-measles-states-first-case-since-2019
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/News/Documents/nr%20New%20Case%20of%20Measles%20Confirmed%20in%20Kentucky.pdf
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/preventing-measles-marathon-not-sprint

